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LCMS ND District Convention Highlights

“Clothed in Christ’s Righteousness” was the theme for the ND District 60th regular convention held in
Minot, January 19-22, 2025.

LCMS Synod President, Rev. Matthew Harrison preached at the opening worship service and report-
ed on the happenings in the Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod.

Rev. Mark Chepulis, pastor at Our Savior, Cavilier, St. Paul, St. Thomas, and Redeemer Lutheran
Church, Langdon was elected District President on the fourth ballot with 52% of the vote defeated
incumbent president, Rev. Arie Bertsch.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Western Region Vice President—Rev. Kirk Peters, St. Matthew, Hazen
Eastern Region Vice President—Rev. Paul Preus, Zion Lutheran Church, Ellendale

Secretary—Rev. Dan Voth—Immanuel Lutheran Church, Grand Forks
Treasurer—Kay Kreklau—Drayton
Rev. Adam Filipek— Holy Cross and Immanuel Lutheran Churches, Lidgerwood
Rev. Chris Brademeyer— St. Johns Lutheran Church, Oaks
Tana Mckenna—Mapleton, ND
Scott Pfennig—Velva, ND
Eric Popinga, Minot, ND
Marty Visto—Oakes, ND
Jason Paradis, Oakes, ND
Resolutions

“To encourage the use of ND District Pastors at Youth Gatherings in the North Dakota District”, “To
continue International Mission Opportunities in Santiago, Chile,” and “To support Christ’s Care for
Children, Kenya” were adopted.

“To partner with Lutheran Family Service” was adopted without matching funds from the District.

“To condemn the delivery of children’s sermons in the Divine Service by Laity” and “To condemn the
use of women as lectors” were also adopted.
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February Men’s Network

Men’s Network will return on February 15 as we meet at Bethel Lutheran Church at 8:00 am for
breakfast, fellowship, and study of Romans 7. Plan to join us!

Please consider signing up for Sunday Fellowship
treats/coffee.

Thank you

-stewardship

“Join us Sunday, February 16 for a Pot Bless meal after
service.

A sign up sheet is in the narthex.

Thank you.

-stewardship”
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“This Is the Life” programs, are also available for view-
ing on the website.

Thank you for your needed financial support! Checks
may be sent to “Main Street Living NORTH,” 821-5th
Ave S, Fargo, ND 58103, or donate by Credit Card or
your PayPal account on the website. God’s blessings in
Christ!

-Ken Koehler / MSL North Volunteer Coordinator

“MSL North” Programs for February 2025:

Feb. 2": ND District President, Rev. Arie Bertsch, Minot, ND, presents the
message: “Depart in Peace”, based on Luke 2:22-32. This Is The Life Pro-
gram: “The Measure Of A Man” - A newspaper editor learns forgiveness.

Feb. 9™: Rev. Christopher Neuendorf, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, Bot-
tineau, ND, St. Paul Lutheran Church, Rugby, ND, and Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Willow City, ND, presents the message: “Jesus Makes Us Fishers of
Men” based on Luke 5:1-11. This Is The Life program.: “Shepherd of Main
Street” - The challenges of an Inner-City church.

Feb. 16™: ND District President, Rev. Arie Bertsch, Minot, ND, presents the
message: “Bodies Will Rise”, based | Corinthians 15:12-20. This Is The Life
program: “The True Abundance” - A tale of misunderstanding and for-

giveness.

Feb. 23": Rev. Kent Borglum, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Montevideo,
MN., presents the message: “Undeserved Love” based on Luke 6:27-38. This
Is The Life program: “Richest Man in the World” - A gardener reminds a town
what’s most important in life.

“MAIN STREET LIVING” is a locally-produced TV program that includes a
30-minute worship service led by participating pastors of the Minnesota North
and North Dakota Districts of our LCMS, along with a 30-minute Lutheran
Hour program (normally “This Is the Life,” along with occasional church-
season specials).

program (normally “This Is the Life,” along with occasional church-season spe-
cials).



We have all heard a friend or close acquaintance say “I believe in you!” Obviously the person
does not mean this in the sense that he believes that the other person exists. But merely believ-
ing that God exsists is not the same as faith. “Even the demons believe—and shud-
der!” (James 2:19, ESV)What is intended is not a statement of just belief, but of faith. Another
word for this would be trust.

Consider Abraham’s obedience as he moved from Haran to a foreign land. It would be untrue
to say that Abraham did not believe God. He does believe in God. However, at the bottom of it
was trust that God would guide and take care of him on this journey. Thus we read that “by
faith Abraham obeyed.” This is also true of Noah. God told Noah that He was going to flood
the world, and Noah trusted God. The fruit of this trust, or faith, was that he went on to build a
giant Ark. This faith is a gift. This trust and belief in God is a gift!

This is what James means when he writes that faith without works is dead.

“What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has faith but does not have works?
Can that faith save him? " If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily
food, '®and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving
them the things needed for the body, what good™ is that? 7 So also faith by itself, if it

does not have works, is dead.” (James 2:14-17, ESV)
James is not saying that salvation is by works. Faith in Christ is the ground and foundation of

salvation. However, trust, belief, and faith in Christ will result in works. Just as in the case of
Abraham, Noah, and the friend who opens the box. Faith leads to action.

Luther wrote in his introduction to the Epistle to the Romans “Yes, it is a living, creative, active
and powerful thing, this faith. Faith cannot help doing good works constantly. It doesn't stop to ask
if good works ought to be done, but before anyone asks, it already has done them and continues to
do them without ceasing. Anyone who does not do good works in this manner is an unbeliever.”

There is a pitfall that some fall into. That pitfall is a generic faith in “faith”, as though one is saved

from condemnation by simply having faith in something. The truth is, it not “faith in faith” that
saves. The critical issue is: In whom do you have faith? In whom do you trust? Your faith is only as
good as the object of that faith. We must always remember that salvation itself is the result of faith
in Christ alone and the salvation He won on the cross. When it comes to good deeds and works,
these are just a symptom, evidence of this faith. An orange tree does not become an orange tree be-
cause it produces oranges, but produces oranges because it is an orange tree. Similarly, [ am not a
Christian because of my works. Rather, I produce good works because I am a Christian.

So this leads us to the next question: How does one receive this saving faith? It is to this question

that we will turn in the next article.

In Christ,
Pastor Woodside

951-217-3385
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During the month of February, Martin Luther School students in grades 5-8 are organizing a food
drive for the Little Free Pantries that are offered at two of our LCMS churches: Zion Lutheran
Church and Shepherd of the Valley Church. Students have created a month’s worth of fun collec-
tion days, and would love to invite YOU to donate any items that you would like to contribute! If
you have a donation item, you can either place it in the collection box at your church, visit with a
MLS Student from your parish, or you can drop it by Martin Luther School and we will add it to our
“growing” heart by the school entrance. Thank you in advance for your support of out food drive!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=james+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-30293b
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Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church
“A church family that shares, nurtures, and lives our faith in Christ”

God Words: Part 7
The Word “Faith” - What is it? Is it the Same as Belief?
It has been awhile since the last article. This is now the 7th article in a series called “God
Words.” The goal of the series is to examine certain words that we, as Christians, commonly use.
Words like:

God
Love
Faith
Heaven
Good
Truth

7. Sin
The problem with these words is that they are so overused that, in many cases, people have for-
gotten their Biblical meanings. As a result, telling someone that he is “saved by faith” may actu-
ally be difficult to understand. What do we mean by “faith?” In the 1980s George Michael sang
“You gotta have faith.” We also say “you gotta have faith”, but we mean very different things.
What is faith?
In our last article we discussed what faith is not. This month I want to examine what faith is,
and what it looks like.
So what is faith, and how is it different than just belief?_Let’s consider an example of faith in ac-
tion from Hebrews 11: Abram.
® By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive
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as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. ?By faith he went
to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
heirs with him of the same promise. *For he was looking forward to the city that
has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (Hebrews 11:8-10, ESV)

In Genesis we read that Abraham was called to leave his family behind in Haran and go to a
place that God would show him. This is a major move! To pack up and take one’s wife and be-
longings and venture out into the unknown is clearly an act of faith. Certainly there is also an
aspect of belief involved here as well, but I would rather call it ¢trust than belief.

Consider this scenario: Imagine that a friend offers you a box with a cupcake in it. You trust him
and open the box to eat it. Now suppose that the next day the same friend offers another box to
you with the assurance that there is, in fact, a cupcake in the box and not a bomb. The box with
the bomb is still at home. He made sure he grabbed the cupcake box! You believe the friend; or one
could say that you have faith in your friends trustworthiness, and you open the box.



